
The Ultimate Church Drummers Guide by
Michael Steen: An In-Depth Review
In the realm of worship music, the drums play a crucial role in setting the
rhythm and driving the congregation's energy. For drummers who aspire to
excel in a church setting, Michael Steen's "The Church Drummers Guide"
emerges as an invaluable resource.
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Michael Steen, a seasoned drummer and author, has poured his decades
of experience into this comprehensive guide. With its detailed explanations,
practical exercises, and inspiring insights, this book empowers church
drummers to elevate their skills and contribute meaningfully to their worship
services.

Chapter 1: Basic Drumming Techniques

The book opens with a thorough to basic drumming techniques. Steen
begins by covering proper hand and foot positioning, emphasizing the
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importance of ergonomics and comfort. He then delves into various
rudiments, essential building blocks for any drummer's vocabulary. By
mastering these fundamental techniques, drummers lay the foundation for
a solid playing style.

Chapter 2: Understanding Church Music Styles

Church music encompasses a diverse range of styles, each with its unique
rhythmic characteristics. Steen dedicates a chapter to exploring these
styles, including traditional hymns, contemporary worship, and gospel
music. He analyzes the rhythmic patterns and tempos associated with each
style, equipping drummers with the knowledge to adapt their playing to suit
the specific musical context.

Chapter 3: Developing a Worshipful Groove

Beyond technical proficiency, Steen emphasizes the importance of
developing a worshipful groove, where the drummer's playing complements
and supports the overall worship experience. He discusses the concept of
"feel," encouraging drummers to connect with the music and convey a
sense of worship through their drumming.

Chapter 4: Playing with a Worship Team

Church drummers often play within a larger ensemble, requiring them to
work cohesively with other musicians. Steen provides guidance on
interacting with the worship leader, understanding the dynamics of the
team, and blending with other instruments to create a harmonious sound.

Chapter 5: Advanced Rhythmic Concepts



For drummers seeking to expand their rhythmic vocabulary, Steen presents
advanced concepts such as polyrhythms, odd time signatures, and fills. He
explains these techniques in a clear and accessible manner, enabling
drummers to incorporate them into their playing and enhance the rhythmic
diversity of their drumming.

Chapter 6: The Role of the Church Drummer

Beyond the technical aspects of drumming, Steen delves into the broader
role of the church drummer. He discusses the importance of humility,
service, and a genuine desire to use one's gifts for the benefit of the
congregation. Steen highlights the spiritual and emotional impact that a
drummer can have on the worship experience.

Chapter 7: Practice and Development

Steen recognizes the importance of consistent practice and development
for church drummers. He provides practical tips on creating a practice
routine, setting realistic goals, and seeking feedback from mentors or
peers. By embracing a proactive approach to their growth, drummers can
continuously improve their skills and contribute to the ongoing vitality of
their church's music.

Michael Steen's "The Church Drummers Guide" is an indispensable
resource for church drummers of all skill levels. With its comprehensive
coverage of drumming techniques, musical styles, worshipful playing, and
the role of the church drummer, this guide empowers drummers to reach
their full potential and make a meaningful contribution to their church's
worship services.



Whether you're a seasoned drummer looking to enhance your skills or a
beginner seeking a solid foundation, this book is a valuable addition to your
musical library. By following Steen's expert guidance, you'll not only
become a more proficient drummer but also deepen your understanding
and appreciation of the role of music in worship.
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Classical Music Themes for Easy Mandolin,
Volume One
Classical Music Themes for Easy Mandolin, Volume One is a collection of
15 classical music themes arranged for easy mandolin. These themes
are perfect for beginners who...
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The Heretic Tomb: Unraveling the Mysteries of
a Lost Civilization
Synopsis In Simon Rose's captivating debut novel, The Heretic Tomb,
readers embark on an enthralling archaeological adventure that takes
them deep into the heart of a...
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