
The Grand Old Duke of York: A Timeless Sing-
Along Classic
"The Grand Old Duke of York" is a beloved children's sing-along song that
has been passed down through generations. The song tells the whimsical
tale of the Duke of York and his 10,000 men marching up and down a hill.
Its catchy tune and nonsensical lyrics have made it a popular favorite
among children and adults alike.

Origins and History

The origins of "The Grand Old Duke of York" are shrouded in mystery.
Some historians believe that the song dates back to the 16th century, while
others attribute its creation to the 18th or 19th century. It is possible that the
song was inspired by a real-life Duke of York, such as Frederick Augustus,
Duke of York and Albany (1763-1827).
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The Lyrics

The lyrics of "The Grand Old Duke of York" are simple and repetitive, which
makes them easy for children to sing along to. The song consists of three

FREE

https://storytelling.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ild5anZaY1h5WUpZcTVQOVpUMWZBeFwvWGx0UmZsZ2dpVnQ1eERwYlRjRElsREhZTzMxeWNROEE3U3gzMWFnY2k5YUJLQnk2cVoxbDNYbnRQdGpBazAydzNzZGF6anZMODNpdUNLdGVmUHhhbjNaQUVhR0hneU5WSWFORXU5ZklYQWRsalphUFZcL1ZaOTZkNGh0OUc1djltN1F0U0N5UTdSM1pMK0RzZ3IwWFp0M3BHQ2NGc1BXZlZhNWd4ZGhuXC9NNSIsIml2IjoiNTlhMmJjMTlkODYwNGU3NzkxNzM2OTNiOGRlNWIxNzUiLCJzIjoiNDY2MzAwMmM2MzE3MzQwZCJ9
https://storytelling.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkRcL29wN1RIRE0yanFrbXhOS2syc2s1Tm0yQ2pERDF3elwvcG1wVlpmWjl3YjhUaWFhNUcyZFl3dGg0Vk5KSTVEblJrTDJ3XC9wRU85bnVUY2IxRHpCMmFrTkcyMnFzRVFVT0d6VTlMZHBrb0c5N0pRWGkxYm9MbzVneGpOQlRcL2hBN3FTSG9WQmRJMFhvYTEwV1VCTWlPekFtN2xiU1FpdXRrYWhQMkFYNlRhVms2djVJTzhNTmxEdFM5eVwvMXpQMkhxIiwiaXYiOiI5M2RhNjM1ZDRjOTU0MDFmYmQ4ZGU5ZTRlNDA2YzhiNSIsInMiOiIwMmRkZjNiOTlhOTUyMThhIn0%3D
https://storytelling.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IldsRUZFSk8zQnFZVjdyZENDb3VxMm8yZ04xTVFtNlBkSVlOTWE3emVVNHl0TkFzZSt1dFcxVFl6XC8zaHJQM1BuU2lqTlJxMTJPMWh5TEdHbDNObE5QZ3YyZ3ZsMVBoc210TjlSVkF2VWFseklKcWs1SU0rMDl0TjVnNENSY2NlTmRnbXZBTWFvc1V1WkFrWFZGUzNjM0xyYjdSMEZyT1FJWGRhTmlBQm9BN2JCTzI1VTdYU3V3b0dMdkYwRTJcL1wvZSIsIml2IjoiY2VkZjY2ZWFjNzNiNTM0ZTVlZmZmMWY1YTJlNDUyM2UiLCJzIjoiOWJlMDYyNWFmODkwZTAyYiJ9


verses, each followed by a chorus:

The Grand Old Duke of York, He had ten thousand men. He marched them
up to the top of the hill, And he marched them down again. And when they
were up, they were up, And when they were down, they were down, And
when they were only halfway up, They were neither up nor down.

The chorus is repeated after each verse:

Oh, he's a fine one, the Grand Old Duke of York, He's a fine one, the Grand
Old Duke of York. He march his men up to the top of the hill, And he march
them down again.

Variations and Adaptations

Over the years, "The Grand Old Duke of York" has been adapted and
parodied in various ways. One popular variation is the "Buffalo Girls" song,
which replaces the Duke of York with a group of buffalo girls:

The buffalo girls, they come from far away. They ride their buffalo all night
and day. They chase the cowboys, they chase the train, They chase the
buffalo all over the plain.

Another adaptation is the "Teddy Bear's Picnic" song, which tells the story
of a group of teddy bears who have a picnic in the woods:

If you go down in the woods today, You're sure of a big surprise. For every
bear that ever there was, Will gather there for certain, because Today's the
day the teddy bears have their picnic.

Musical and Theatrical Versions



"The Grand Old Duke of York" has been featured in numerous musical and
theatrical productions. One notable adaptation is the 1964 musical "Oh,
What a Lovely War!" by Joan Littlewood. In this musical, the song is used
to satirize the futility of war.

Educational Value

"The Grand Old Duke of York" is not only a fun sing-along song but also an
educational tool. The song can help children learn about counting,
marching, and the concept of opposites (up/down). It can also spark their
imagination and encourage them to create their own stories and songs.

"The Grand Old Duke of York" is a beloved classic that has stood the test of
time. Its catchy tune, nonsensical lyrics, and universal appeal have made it
a favorite among children and adults alike. Whether it's being sung around
a campfire, in a classroom, or on a stage, "The Grand Old Duke of York"
continues to bring joy and laughter to generations of people.
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Classical Music Themes for Easy Mandolin, Volume One is a collection of
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Synopsis In Simon Rose's captivating debut novel, The Heretic Tomb,
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