
The Enduring Legacy and Profound Insight of
George Herbert's English Poems
An to George Herbert and His Poetic Legacy

George Herbert (1593-1633) was an English poet, orator, and priest of the
Church of England. He is best known for his religious poetry, which is
characterized by its metaphysical wit, lyrical beauty, and profound
spirituality. Herbert's poems have had a lasting impact on English literature
and have inspired readers for centuries.

Exploring the Themes of Herbert's Poetry

Herbert's poetry explores a wide range of themes, including:
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Religion and Spirituality: Herbert's poems often grapple with the
complexities of faith, doubt, and the relationship between God and
humanity.
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Nature: Herbert found solace and inspiration in the natural world, and
his poems frequently draw upon imagery from nature to illuminate
spiritual truths.

Love: Herbert's poems explore the nature of love, both divine and
human, and its power to both heal and wound.

Metaphysics: Herbert's poems are known for their metaphysical wit,
often exploring abstract concepts and paradoxical ideas.

The Structure and Form of Herbert's Poems

Herbert's poems are typically short and structured in stanzas. He often
uses rhyme and meter to create a sense of rhythm and flow. However, he
also experiments with form, and some of his poems are written in free
verse.

The Impact and Legacy of Herbert's Poetry

Herbert's poetry has had a profound impact on English literature and
beyond. His poems have been praised by critics for their wit, beauty, and
spiritual depth. They have also been widely anthologized and translated
into many languages.

Herbert's poetry has inspired generations of readers, including poets,
theologians, and spiritual seekers. His work continues to be studied and
enjoyed today for its timeless insights and enduring beauty.

In-Depth Analysis of Selected Poems

To fully appreciate the enduring legacy of George Herbert's English poems,
let's delve into a detailed analysis of selected masterpieces:



1. "The Collar"

"The Collar" is one of Herbert's most famous poems. It explores the theme
of religious doubt and the struggle to reconcile one's desires with God's
will.

“I struck the board, and cried, "No more";
I will abroad.

What? shall I ever sigh and pine?
My lines and life are free; free as the road,
Loose as the wind, as large as store.”

Herbert begins the poem with a defiant cry, rejecting the constraints of
religious discipline. He yearns for freedom and independence, questioning
why he should be bound by rules and expectations.

“Must I not lead my life anew?
Quit this constrained and doleful state,
Minute by minute led?
And sigh, and pine, and wish all day,
Or else by fits abed?”

The speaker voices his frustration with the limitations imposed by religious
life. He longs to escape the constant introspection and self-denial that he
feels stifle his spirit.



“When God at first made man,
Having a glass of blessings standing by;
Let us (said he) pour on him all we can;
Let the world's riches, which dispersed lie,
Contract into a span.”

In a moment of despair, the speaker doubts God's love and wonders why
he has been denied the material blessings that others enjoy.

“But as they poured, eternity stood by
Whispering, "How long must these pleasures be?";
The momentary respite, the fleeting joy,

In reference to eternity,
Seemed a mere "inconstancy."”

However, as the speaker's lament continues, Eternity intervenes, reminding
him of the transience of earthly pleasures compared to the eternal rewards
of heaven.

“So when my God came to call me home,
I heard me stricken, smitten, and amare.
I found that I had crossed the threshold,



Left my Hercules behind me:
Hercules his loss doth mourn,
But Hercules his strength put forth
And shattered gates of brass and bars; no less The force,
which breaks through locks of flesh and blood,
And tears them like a wind through paper shreds.”

Finally, the speaker realizes the error of his ways and acknowledges the
irresistible power of God's grace. He submits to God's will, recognizing that
his true freedom lies in submission to the divine.

2. "Love (III)"

"Love (III)" is another classic poem by Herbert. It explores the nature of
divine love and its transformative power.

“Love bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning
If I lacked anything.”

The poem begins with the speaker hesitant to accept God's love, feeling
unworthy due to his sins. However, Love persists, gently inviting him into a
closer relationship.



“"A guest," I answered, "worthy to be here:
Love said, "You shall be mine"
And with His rosy tincture, gently clear,
Ornament my check with wine.
And O, said Love unto my heart,
Become thou my swift servant.
Let me be feasted with thy love's desert,
And with delicious meat.”

Love assures the speaker that he is accepted and loved unconditionally. He
invites the speaker to surrender his heart and become His devoted servant.

“I will not have one peak of peppercorn,
For that which is my own.
Then close-embraced in me, О what white wedlock is,
This supper in His court!

My dear, thou wert the reason of my birth,
And thou the man of my choice:
Though there were many that had more mirth,
Yet love is not so wise.”

In the final lines of the poem, Love declares His unwavering love for the
speaker, acknowledging that their love is unique and special.

3. "The Pulley"



"The Pulley" is a witty and insightful poem that explores the nature of God's
gifts.

“When God at first made man,
Having a glass of blessings standing by;

Let us (said he) pour on him all we can;
Let the world's riches, which dispersed lie,
Contract into a span.”

The poem begins with God
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