
The Elevator Man: Patricia Strickler's
Pioneering Journey as New York City's First
Female Elevator Operator
The bustling metropolis of New York City is a hub of towering skyscrapers,
a testament to human ambition and architectural ingenuity. Yet, amidst the
city's towering giants, there lies a tale of an unsung heroine, Patricia
Strickler, a woman who dared to challenge societal norms and blaze a trail
in the male-dominated world of urban transportation.
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Strickler's remarkable journey unfolded in the early 1900s, a time when
women were largely relegated to domestic roles. Undeterred by societal
expectations, she set her sights on a career that would forever alter the
course of public transit in the Big Apple.

Strickler's Early Life

Born in 1893, Patricia Strickler grew up in a modest household in Brooklyn,
New York. Her father worked as a machinist, while her mother tended to
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the family's daily needs. From a young age, Strickler exhibited an
adventurous spirit and a keen interest in the world beyond her immediate
surroundings.

As a young woman, Strickler sought opportunities to break free from
traditional gender roles. She attended business school, honing her skills in
bookkeeping and accounting. However, her ambitions extended far beyond
the confines of an office desk.
A New Frontier: Entering the World of Transportation

In 1913, the Equitable Building, one of New York City's tallest and most
prestigious skyscrapers, opened its doors to the public. With its 40 stories
reaching towards the sky, the building required a dedicated team of
elevator operators to transport passengers between its many floors.

Strickler saw this opportunity as her chance to make history. She applied
for a position as an elevator operator, becoming the first woman in New
York City to hold such a role. Her application was met with initial resistance,
as many questioned whether a woman could handle the physical demands
of operating a heavy elevator.

Overcoming Barriers and Proving Her Worth

Undeterred by the skepticism, Strickler persisted. She meticulously studied
the building's blueprints, familiarizing herself with the intricate network of
elevators and shafts. She practiced tirelessly, demonstrating her strength
and agility in handling the heavy machinery.

Finally, in 1914, Strickler was granted her elevator operator's license. She
proudly donned her navy blue uniform and took her place at the controls of



an elevator in the Equitable Building. Her presence in the traditionally male-
dominated field sent shockwaves through the industry.
A Symbol of Progress: The Elevator Man

As Strickler skillfully operated her elevator, she became known as "The
Elevator Man." Her dedication to her work and her unwavering
determination shattered stereotypes and paved the way for other women to
enter the transportation field.

Strickler's passengers, many of whom were prominent businessmen and
elite members of New York society, were initially taken aback by her
presence. However, her professionalism and unwavering attention to detail
quickly won over even the most doubtful riders.

A Legacy of Inspiration: Empowering Women in Transportation

Patricia Strickler's pioneering spirit left an enduring legacy on New York
City's transportation system. She became a role model for countless
women who aspired to break down barriers and pursue careers in male-
dominated fields.

Today, women play an integral role in every aspect of the city's
transportation system, from operating buses and trains to managing
subway stations and airports. Strickler's legacy serves as a reminder that
with determination and perseverance, any dream can be realized,
regardless of gender.

The story of Patricia Strickler, The Elevator Man, is a testament to the
power of human spirit. Her courage to challenge conventions and her
unwavering commitment to her dreams paved the way for generations of
women to come. As we navigate the ever-changing landscape of urban



transportation, let us remember the pioneering women like Patricia
Strickler, who dared to push boundaries and inspire us to strive for greater
heights.

Patricia Strickler, known as "The Elevator Man," stands proudly in her
elevator at the Equitable Building in New York City.
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Volume One
Classical Music Themes for Easy Mandolin, Volume One is a collection of
15 classical music themes arranged for easy mandolin. These themes
are perfect for beginners who...
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Synopsis In Simon Rose's captivating debut novel, The Heretic Tomb,
readers embark on an enthralling archaeological adventure that takes
them deep into the heart of a...
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