
Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer
Before the Dark: A Tale of Two Viennese
Writers in Exile
Stefan Zweig and Joseph Roth were two of the most prominent Austrian
writers of the 20th century. Both men were forced to flee their homeland
after the Nazis came to power in 1933. They spent the rest of their lives in
exile, writing about the loss of their country and the rise of fascism.
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Zweig was born in Vienna in 1881 into a wealthy Jewish family. He studied
philosophy and literature at the University of Vienna and began writing at a
young age. His early work was influenced by the Austrian literary tradition,
but he soon developed his own unique style. Zweig's novels and short
stories are characterized by their psychological depth, their lyrical prose,
and their exploration of universal themes.
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Roth was born in 1894 in Galicia, which was then part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. His family was poor, and Roth had to work from a young
age to help support them. He began writing while he was still in school, and
his early work was influenced by the German Expressionist movement.
Roth's novels and short stories are characterized by their realism, their dark
humor, and their exploration of social and political issues.

Zweig and Roth were very different writers, but they shared a common
bond: a deep love for their native country. They both wrote about the loss of
Austria after the Nazis came to power, and they both warned of the
dangers of fascism. Zweig's most famous novel, The World of Yesterday, is
a memoir of his life in Vienna before the war. Roth's most famous novel,
Radetzky March, is a historical novel about the decline of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire.

Zweig and Roth both died in exile. Zweig committed suicide in 1942 after
learning that his wife had died in a concentration camp. Roth died of
alcoholism in 1939. He was buried in Paris, but his remains were later
moved to Vienna.

Zweig and Roth were two of the most important Austrian writers of the 20th
century. Their work continues to be read and admired today, offering a
unique insight into the tumultuous events of the 20th century.

Further Reading

The Stefan Zweig Center

The Joseph Roth Society

The World of Yesterday by Stefan Zweig



Radetzky March by Joseph Roth
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Classical Music Themes for Easy Mandolin,
Volume One
Classical Music Themes for Easy Mandolin, Volume One is a collection of
15 classical music themes arranged for easy mandolin. These themes
are perfect for beginners who...

The Heretic Tomb: Unraveling the Mysteries of
a Lost Civilization
Synopsis In Simon Rose's captivating debut novel, The Heretic Tomb,
readers embark on an enthralling archaeological adventure that takes
them deep into the heart of a...
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