
Practical Classroom Ideas for English
Teachers Teaching ESL Grammar and Usage
Teaching English as a second language (ESL) can be a challenging but
rewarding experience. One of the most important aspects of ESL teaching
is grammar instruction. However, teaching grammar can be daunting,
especially for new teachers. This article will provide practical classroom
ideas for ESL teachers to help them teach grammar and usage effectively.

1. Use Real-World Examples

One of the best ways to make grammar lessons relevant for ESL students
is to use real-world examples. This will help students to see how grammar
is used in everyday communication. For example, when teaching the
present perfect tense, you could talk about a time when you lost something
and had to search for it. You could say, "I have been looking for my keys for
hours." This will help students to understand the meaning and usage of the
present perfect tense in a real-world context.
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2. Incorporate Games and Activities

Games and activities can be a fun and effective way to teach grammar.
There are many different types of games and activities that you can use,
such as:

Grammar Bingo: This is a classic game that can be used to review
any grammar concept. To play, students create a bingo card with
different grammar terms on it. The teacher then calls out grammar
terms. Students mark off the terms on their bingo cards as they hear
them. The first student to mark off all of the terms on their bingo card
wins.

Grammar Charades: This is a fun game that can be used to practice
any grammar concept. To play, students take turns acting out a
grammar term while their classmates guess what it is.

Grammar Jenga: This is a variation of the classic game Jenga. To
play, students remove blocks from a tower while answering grammar
questions. If a student answers the question incorrectly, they must put
the block back in the tower. The game continues until the tower falls.

3. Use Visual Aids

Visual aids can be a helpful way to teach grammar concepts. For example,
you could use a chart to show the different verb tenses or a diagram to
show the structure of a sentence. Visual aids can help students to
understand grammar concepts more easily and to remember them better.
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4. Provide Feedback

Feedback is essential for students to learn grammar. When students make
mistakes, it is important to provide them with feedback so that they can
correct their errors. Feedback can be given in a variety of ways, such as:

Written feedback: This is a more formal type of feedback that can be
given on essays or other written assignments. Written feedback can
help students to identify their errors and to improve their writing skills.

Verbal feedback: This is a more informal type of feedback that can be
given during class discussions or activities. Verbal feedback can help
students to correct their errors and to improve their speaking skills.

Peer feedback: This is a type of feedback that students give to each
other. Peer feedback can help students to identify their errors and to
improve their writing and speaking skills.

5. Be Patient

Learning grammar can be a challenging process for ESL students. It is
important to be patient and to provide students with plenty of opportunities
to practice. With time and effort, students will be able to master the
grammar of English.

Teaching ESL grammar can be a challenging but rewarding experience. By
using the practical classroom ideas outlined in this article, ESL teachers
can help their students to learn grammar and usage effectively. With
patience and perseverance, students will be able to master the grammar of
English and to communicate effectively in English.
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