
Love Letter From a Black Preacher to the
Whitest Denomination in the U.S.

In the tapestry of American Christianity, the Southern Baptist Convention
(SBC) has long stood as a bastion of conservative values and unwavering
devotion. However, its predominantly white membership has cast a long
shadow over its reputation, leaving many to question its commitment to
racial reconciliation and inclusivity.

Amidst this divisive landscape, emerges a beacon of hope—a love letter
from a black preacher to the SBC, a bold and poignant plea for unity and
understanding. With a heart filled with both sorrow and compassion, Dr.
Fred Luter Jr., the first African American president of the SBC, penned a
letter that has reverberated through the hearts of countless Americans.
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A Love That Transforms

Dr. Luter begins his letter by acknowledging the SBC's troubled past,
marred by racial segregation and exclusion. He laments the pain inflicted
upon African American believers, who were denied the same opportunities
and privileges as their white counterparts.

Yet, amidst the sorrow and indignation, Dr. Luter's letter is infused with a
profound love for the SBC. He writes, "I love you, Southern Baptists. I love
your passion for the Gospel. I love your desire to spread the message of
salvation to a lost and dying world."

This love, he explains, is not blind to the denomination's faults, but rather a
love that compels him to speak out and work for change. It is a love that
believes in the transformative power of the Gospel, a love that believes that
the SBC can and must become a more inclusive and just community.

A Call for Unity

Dr. Luter's letter is not merely a condemnation of the past but a call to
action for the future. He implores the SBC to repent of its sins, to
acknowledge the hurt it has caused, and to embark on a journey of
reconciliation.

"I am not asking you to apologize for the sins of your ancestors," he writes.
"I am asking you to apologize for the sins of the Southern Baptist
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Convention—the sins that we have committed and the sins that we have
perpetuated through our silence."

With unwavering resolve, Dr. Luter calls for a united SBC, a denomination
where all members, regardless of race, are valued and respected. He
implores white Baptists to listen to the voices of African American Baptists,
to understand their experiences, and to stand shoulder to shoulder with
them in the pursuit of justice and equality.

A Vision of the Future

Dr. Luter's letter concludes with a vision of a future SBC transformed by
love, unity, and reconciliation. He envisions a denomination where "black
and white can worship together in the same pew, where our children can
play together on the same playground, and where our hearts can unite in a
common love for our Savior."

This vision, he acknowledges, will not be easy to achieve. It will require
sacrifice, humility, and a willingness to forgive. But Dr. Luter believes that
the SBC has the potential to become a beacon of hope for a divided nation,
a place where the Gospel of love triumphs over the darkness of racism.

The Power of Love

Dr. Luter's love letter has stirred a profound response from Baptists across
the country. Many white Baptists have expressed deep remorse for the
denomination's past actions and a sincere desire to build a more inclusive
future.



"Dr. Luter's words have broken my heart," said one white Baptist woman. "I
had no idea how our denomination had treated African American believers.
I am committed to ng my part to make things right."

The letter has also resonated with African American Baptists, who have
long felt marginalized within the SBC. They see Dr. Luter's message as a
testament to the power of love and the possibility of reconciliation.

"I have always felt like an outsider in the SBC," said one African American
Baptist man. "But Dr. Luter's letter gives me hope. It shows me that there
are people who care about us, people who are willing to fight for our place
at the table."

A Legacy of Change

The impact of Dr. Luter's love letter is still unfolding. But it is clear that his
words have already begun to have a transformative effect on the SBC. The
denomination has taken several steps towards racial reconciliation,
including the establishment of a task force to address racial injustice and
the creation of a new initiative to support African American churches.

While there is still much work to be done, Dr. Luter's love letter serves as a
powerful reminder of the transformative power of love. It is a testament to
the belief that even the most entrenched divides can be bridged by the
power of compassion and reconciliation.



Dr. Fred Luter Jr.'s love letter to the Southern Baptist Convention is a
profoundly moving and hope-filled message. It is a reminder that even in
the face of adversity, love has the power to transform hearts and bridge
divides.

As the SBC continues its journey towards racial reconciliation, Dr. Luter's
letter will serve as a guiding light, inspiring generations to come to embrace
the transformative power of love and unity.
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